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SanJAY AUSTA

Dancing is no more the pas-
time of the young and the
idle. Thanks to the media
explosion, especially in the
{1; entertainment sector, dance
' has become an art form that
has spawned a myriad of

- career options from dance

- Choreography is an artistic
career where the choreogra-
pher not only matches the
“music to the steps and move-
||| ments of the dancers but also
| supervises the stage para-
" phernalia, including stage
“lighting and costume of the
dancers. Experience of dance
- is a must for a career in cho-
reography. Therefore, one
(" must either have some expe-
_rience as a dancer or as a
~ dance instructor.
4 Classical. dance has its
| | fixed rules 'and the choreog-
- rapher has to be an exponent
_ of the particular dance form.
‘| He or she can learn classical
" dance from one of the many
¢ cultural centres in the coun-
try or in any of the universi-
| ties that offer a course in it.
?‘ However, it is the contempo-
|* rary dance form, that is the
. hot favourite of the young
'~ hopefuls. From salsa, to jazz,
| to hip-hop to classical ballet
' to ballroom dance, a variety
of forms and styles are the

. instructors to choreographers. -

flavour of the season. The
young want to be well-con-
versant with at least one of
the new dance styles and
cashing in on this dem

dance académies are sprout-

ing all over cities.

Shamak Davar Dance
Academy and Dream Worx
(run by Ashley Lobo) are
Jjust two examples of private
academies run by celebrated
dancers. They all begar their
dance academies tentatively
a few years ago with only a
handful of students, but
today some of them hava a
full-time administrative staff
to manage their several
dance institutes and students.

“Most of the people come
to learn dance as a hobby.
They just want to be comfort-
able dancing”, says Shaira, a
choreographer with the
Dance Worx, the danceinsti-,
tute started by Ashléy Eobo:
Lobo began his dance com-

“pany in 1998 with the cur-

riculum consisting of styles
such as jazz, classical ballet,
contemporary dance and
ballroom. Shaira, who began
dancing as a hobby, soon
thought of making it a career.
Today, besides taking dance
classes, she is involved in
choreographing dance musi-
cals, dance theatre and group
shows. According to her,

_apart from having a sense of
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Choreographers
never had it so good |
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dance rhythm and style, one
must have a good ear for
music to become a good cho~
reographer.

One must also have a lot oﬁ
patience and verbal skills t
communicate the ideas t
dancers: The demand for*
choreographers is on the rise,
with stage shows forming an|
integral part of any function
or event, be it marriage or a
corporate launch party. “Cor=
porate events like auto-expo.
are never complete withouta
dance performance. Compa-
nies now organise a lot of
events and a dance item has
become integral to them. So,
they are forever on the look-
out for good choreogra-»
phers”, says Shaira. g

With proliferation of music -
videos, choreographers are in
demand as never before. Then' o
there are dance musicals and
‘dance theatre where a choreog«é
rapher can find employment
And if a choreographer has a
lot of talent he or she can even
be picked up by producers of
Hindi films, which are replete
with dance items. Choreorgra-
phers work on a freelance basis
and are hired and paid on the
basis of their reputation, skrll
and experience.

Since dance is a short-lived
profession, choreography is"
often the natural progressi
in the career of a dancer.




