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KAY, ‘so Delhi's
still not the latest
haven of theatre
activity in the country (that
| spotisstill hotin Mumbai),
4 but we sure ‘seem to be
| catching up. Musicals, till a
couple of vears ago, were
| restricted to one a year, at
best. and if you got really
lucky, some generous souls
from Mumbai would con-
| descend to treat Delhi to a
{| visual extravaganza,

| But now De

duiugﬂ'ufmu-i' s hits.the city:Just two
| weeks back, there was the St.Columba’s
\| production of Oliver Twist directed by

i| Delhi  Music  Theatre’s  George
Pulinkala. |
Then, there's The Chonis Line, the

first musical production presented by
Delhi's only jazz and contemporary
dance school, the Danceworx Perform-
| ing Arts Academy, along with Vivek
Mansukhani’s Scene Stealers. Co-di-
rected by chorcographer Ashley Lobo

and Mansukhani. The Chons Line
promises to be a melting pot of sorts,
combining the three forms of art — act-
ing. singingand dancing. e

The story, which revolves around the
life and background of 16 dancers who
get shortlisted for a Broadway musical
combings not only the song and danee
typical ofa musical, butinvolves a degree
of serious acting. “It’s not a purely fun
and entertainment musical. The acting is
| more incisive and there is a great deal of
¢ human emotion involved,” explains
- Lobo of his first directorial venture,
¢ For Mansukhani. who. by hisown ad-
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mission  is  more  into
“straught theatre,” was liter-
ally goaded by Lobo to co-
dircet but in retrospect, he
feelsit's a great experience.
“A musical involves a much
larger canvas, you're work-
ing with many first-timers
and the job is that much
tougher because it has to be
very shick and more direct.”
Healso fecls musicals com-
manda larger audience be-
cause it's “guaranteed entertainment
and theresare so many more people in-

i mumﬁmtum of The Cho-

rus Line is that there are no detined sets; it
relies more on lighting and choreogra-
phy to bring out the stage setting, The
play premieres next month at Kamani
Auditorium, the favoured hall.

Of course, that's not all. Delhi theatre
buffs can look forward to more enter-
tainment in the form of DMT's adapta-
tion of Grease, to be staged right after
Lobo’s musical. Though the legendary
love story between Danny Zuko and

Sandra Dee doesn’t get a new twist in
DMT’s version, the sweetness of it all is
bound to create asong and dance for the
audicnces. \

Rehearsals, naturally, have been on
in full swing through the summer héat, as
both groups put the final touches on
their productions. Two musicals, both
adapted from highly acclaimed Broad-
way onginals, both by reputed (and rival)
theatre companies, and both premicring
withinaweck of cach other. It sure looks
like a great season ahead for (non-seri- -
ous, we may add) theatre wallafis in the
Capital. u




